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Graphic Design

Course Syllabus 2011-2012

Narraguagus High School

Mrs. Birkenshaw – Room 5

Course Description:

What is graphic design? How do graphic designers use different elements and principles of art/design to create purposeful compositions and messages?  In what ways can designers express ideas to a target audience? In what ways do  mediums influence messages? What are the purposes of graphic design? What are the skills needed to be a graphic designer? What is the role of graphic arts in the context of the arts as a whole? How has technology impacted the field of graphic design? What is the role of typography in good graphic design?How does practice influence growth?

Emphasis in this course is placed on commercial applications of art as they apply to the fields of graphic design. Theory as well as hands-on approaches, allow students to experience design and its execution in a variety of media. Study includes typography, logo design, designing for CD jackets, book covers, t-shirts, greeting cards and posters, as well as creating package and product design copy and design layout. Design elements of line, shape, color, texture, value and space are utilized as tools to create art styles that fit commercial needs in graphic design. Current trends in advertising and media will be studied as well.

Students will work both on and off the computer, individually and in group settings.  The student will work with Macintosh graphics software, exploring and manipulating text and graphic images for publications.  When appropriate, the class will also be service oriented (providing “on-site” graphic work orders) for the school and community.

Contact Information/Getting Assistance:

Instructor:  Mrs. Birkenshaw

Mrs. Birkenshaw is available most days before school from 7:40 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. and until 3:30 p.m. in Room 5. 
She is available after 3:30 p.m. by appointment.

Email:  mbirkenshaw@msad37.org

Website:  http://msad37.org/nhs/birkenshaw/home.html

School Phone #:  207-483-2746

Prerequisites:  None

Course Outcomes: 

Academic Expectations

School-wide:

· Students will be effective communicators

· Students will be creative and practical problem solvers

· Students will be independent learners

Course Specific:

· Students will demonstrate how to solve artistic problems using the elements of design in unique and expressive ways using assigned criteria

· Students will develop criteria to make informed judgments about the quality of their work and the work of others in terns of the elements of design/composition

· Students will recognize and gain a better understanding of graphic design strategies/techniques, the elements of design and composition including specific vocabulary

· Students will practice and demonstrate ability solving multiple creative problems

· Students will develop an awareness of graphic design as a form of communication – past and present

Civic/Social Expectations

School-wide

· Students will practice appropriate personal and social behavior

· Students will demonstrate civic responsibility

Course Specific:

· Students will practice safe and appropriate behavior in the art room environment

· Students will work independently and collaboratively on the art room environment

· Students will develop skills to become active participants in his/her education

Subsequent Courses:  This course prepares students to succeed in Art Advanced and Photo Arts as well as any other 
art courses offered in high school or college.

Curriculum: Sequence may change

	Quarter 1
	Quarter 2
	Quarter 3
	Quarter 4

	Self Portrait – Who am I – in a word?

What is Graphic Design? 

The Design “Team” - Features/ Benefits

The Elements  and Principles of Art – Use in creating design and message

Target Audiences

Intro to Typography – integrating type with graphics purposefully and the anatomy of type (ongoing Q1-Q4)

Journal – How does practice and studying the work of others  influence growth? (ongoing Q1-Q4)
	Communication –  (ongoing Q2-Q4) the marriage of type and image to communicate ideas

Logo Design 

Color -Theory and Psychology

Understanding Messages – visual literacy and criticism (ongoing Q2-Q4)

Package Design – Social Commentary

Typography - ongoing

Copyright and Digital Images 

Journal
	Selling Messages – For profit and not for profit

Understanding Messages – visual literacy and criticism (ongoing Q2-Q4)

A Look at History – research and presentation

Typography - ongoing

Social and Cultural Uses of Commercial Art  – exploration and analysis

Large Scale Projects -independent work and design teams

Journal 
	Advertising Campaigns – create one

Careers in Graphic Design/Commercial Art – fine art vs. commercial art, portfolios, contests, professional organizations

Creating a Set/Line – Student as designer (culminating work)

Journal 


Textbooks:   Reading as assigned in class

Grading Policies: 

Grading Scale:

A – 94-100

B – 85-93

C – 75-84

D – 70-74

F – 69 – Below

Grading Categories: Note:  assignments may be weighted within categories

Assessments (culminating projects and tests):  45%

Classwork:  25%

Journal/Homework:  15%

Participation:  15%

Tests/Culminating Projects(Assessments):

Tests and culminating projects are given over the major concepts and materials of the unit. Students will have a review before a written test and receive ongoing guidance/support while working on projects.

Homework (Journal) and Organization:  

Students will be supplied with a personal journal.This journal is provided for students to complete their homework assignments. It should provide evidence of time spent on weekly assignments (time specified per week). In addition to assigned activities it may contain ideas and inspirations, especially as they pertain to the field of graphic design/commercial art. This journal is, in essence, a scrapbook of ideas that students can draw from in their future work.

Journals will be reviewed for assignment completion on due dates. STUDENTS MUST BRING THEIR JOURNAL TO EACH CLASS.  Students will use it for notes and as an activity for 'down-time'. If the original journal becomes lost, the student will be required to purchase a replacement. 

In addition to the journal, students will be expected to maintain a 3-ring binder or pocket folder, in which they will keep this syllabus and all handouts and assignment sheets (dated and in order).  Organizational skills are useful life skills. Careful organization of class materials not only allows students to practice this life skill, but ultimately well-organized class materials assist in student success.

Participation:
Classroom participation is essential for successful completion of this course. Specific behaviors that are encouraged and prohibited are outlined in the “classroom rules and expectations” portion of this syllabus. Participation is scored in accordance with the independent learner portion of the school-wide rubric. Please read these requirements to understand how you will be assessed for this portion of your grade.

Your classroom participation grade will be based on the school wide rubric for independent learners:

	Criteria
	4 – Exemplary (91-100)
	3 – Acceptable (81-90)
	2 – Developing (70-80)
	1 - Not Acceptable (60-69)

	Organization
	Always comes to class with all materials needed

Classwork, homework, and/or notebook is always carefully organized
	Usually comes to class with all materials needed

Classwork, homework, and/or notebook is usually organized
	Sometimes comes to class with all materials needed

Classwork, homework, and/or notebook is sometimes organized
	Rarely comes to class with all materials needed

Classwork, homework, and/or notebook is disorganized
	

	Time
Management
	Always completes homework on time or ahead of time

Always completes classwork on time or ahead of time

Always uses class time wisely

Is always self-directed and moves from one activity/task to another while staying focused 
	Usually completes homework on time

Usually completes classwork on time 

Usually uses class time wisely

Is usually self-directed and able to move from one activity/task to another 
	Sometimes completes homework on time

Sometimes completes classwork on time

Sometimes uses class time wisely

Is sometimes self-directed and moves from one activity/task to another with guidance 
	Rarely completes homework

Rarely completes classwork

Rarely uses class time wisely

Is not self-directed and needs direction to move from task to task 
	

	Persistence
	Puts effort into every task

Always fully completes assigned tasks
	Puts effort into most tasks

Usually completes assigned tasks
	Puts effort into some tasks

Sometimes completes assigned tasks
	Makes little or no effort

Rarely completes assigned tasks
	

	Resourcefulness
	Always works independently and actively consults appropriate resources when in doubt (e.g. dictionary, thesaurus, experts, peers, Internet, etc.)

Always takes responsibility for getting assignments when absent
	Usually works independently and consults appropriate resources when in doubt (e.g. dictionary, thesaurus, experts, peers, Internet)

Usually takes responsibility for getting assignments when absent
	Sometime works independently and at times consults appropriate resources when in doubt (e.g. dictionary, thesaurus, experts, peers, Internet)

Sometimes takes responsibility for getting assignments when absent
	Rarely works independently and seldom consults appropriate resources when in doubt (e.g. dictionary, thesaurus, experts, peers, Internet)

Rarely takes responsibility for getting assignments when absent
	


Make-Up Policy:

In accordance with the attendance policy outlined in the student/parent handbook students have the following time frames to complete make up work in the event of an absence.

· Students who miss one day of school for an excused absence should be prepared to make up their assignments the following day.

· Students who are absent for more than one day would have one day for each day absent to make up any missed assignments.  For example, a student who is absent for three days will have up to three days upon returning to school to make up any missed assignments.

Academic Honesty Policy:

Students shall not misrepresent examination materials, research materials, classwork, and/or homework assignments as their own; when in fact they are the work of someone else.  Academic dishonesty includes but is not limited to the following:

1. Turning in any work, or part thereof, that is not the student's own work

2. Copying another student's or author's work or class assignment

3. Allowing another student to copy your work or class assignment

4. Putting your name on someone else's paper/project

5. Using a "cheat sheet" or any unauthorized piece of writing on a quiz/test

6. Giving another student help on an individualized test/quiz

7. Tampering with the teacher's grade records or tests

8. Stealing and/or selling quizzes/exams

9. Using teacher materials/solution manuals

10. Using any material from the Internet without proper citation and appropriate credit

Classroom Rules and Expectations:

· All Narraguagus High School rules of conduct apply in this classroom (cellphones, computer usage, dress code, etc)

· Students are expected to come to class ready to learn and do their best 

· Students and the Instructor have:   The Right to Respect (NO DEROGATORY COMMENTS WILL BE TOLERATED),
The Right to Make Mistakes, The Right to Work Undisturbed, The Right to Participate, and The Right to Privacy

· Bring all required materials to class, including journal and writing utensil

· Complete all assignments in a timely manner

· No headphones are allowed, including independent work time and when computers are in use

· No food or drinks are allowed outside the cafeteria, that includes this classroom. Only water in its original container is acceptable

· Use appropriate language in the classroom 

· Students will not open cabinets and drawers or take books off bookshelves without permission from teacher

· Students are not allowed to write, carve, scribble, inscribe, or draw graffiti on the tables, desks, and/or work areas

· Art supplies should be used with care and respect. Materials should not be wasted

· Students will be responsible for the cleanup of tools and work areas. Stools will be stowed under tables when not in use. Backpacks  shall be placed out of traffic areas during class time to prevent accidental injury to fellow classmates and/or the instructor.

Computer Use in the Classroom:

Computers are to be used for academic purposes only, as stipulated in the student handbook.

As stated in the student handbook, computers are not to be used for:

1. Accessing Inappropriate Materials – Accessing, submitting, posting, publishing, forwarding, downloading, scanning or displaying materials that are defamatory, abusive, obscene, vulgar, sexually explicit, sexually suggestive, threatening, discriminatory, harassing and/or illegal; 

2. Illegal Activities – Using the school unit’s computers, networks and Internet services for any illegal activity or activity that violates other Board policies, procedures and/or school rules; 

3. Violating Copyrights – Copying or downloading copyrighted materials without the owner’s permission;

4. Plagiarism – Representing as one’s own work any materials obtained on the Internet (such as term papers, articles, etc.).  When Internet sources are used in student work, the author, publisher and Web site must be identified; 

5. Copying Software – Copying or downloading software without the express authorization of the system administrator; 

6. Non–School–Related Uses – Using the school unit’s computers, networks and Internet services for non–school–related purposes such as private financial gain, commercial, advertising or solicitation purposes; 

7. Misuse of Passwords/Unauthorized Access – Sharing passwords, using other users’ passwords without permission and/or accessing other users’ accounts; 

8. Malicious Use/Vandalism – Any malicious use, disruption or harm to the school unit’s computers, networks and Internet services, including but not limited to hacking activities and creation/uploading of computer viruses; and 

9. Unauthorized Access to Chat Rooms/News Groups – Accessing chat rooms or news groups without specific authorization from the supervising teacher. 

· Computers may be used to gather research for projects and to type reports or produce projects.  Computers will not be used for classroom notes.  Computer use will be at the discretion of the teacher and only for academic use.

· Usage of the computers for any other purpose will result in the loss of computer privileges and referral to the office.

· The first offense will result in the loss of computer privileges for 1 week.  A second offense will result in a loss of privileges for the remainder of the year.

PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS PAGE TO ACKNOWLEDGE YOU UNDERSTAND THE COURSE  GOALS AND  REQUIREMENTS

We have read and understand the course syllabus and agree to comply with the rules and standards of behavior outlined therein.

_______________________________
__________________________________________

Student name (Please print)
Parent (or Guardian) name (Please print)

_______________________________
__________________________________________

Student’s signature
Parent (or Guardian) signature

_______________________________
________________________           _______________________

(home)

(work)



 (cell)

Parent (or Guardian) phone numbers

_______________________________________________

Parent (or Guardian) email address (if applicable)
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