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Narraguagus High School 2009 English Honors I 

Summer Reading and Writing Assignment

Welcome to the 9th grade; here is your first assignment.  Please read all the instructions carefully.

Choose one book from the General/Young Adult book list below and one from the “Classics” list.  Take your time; think about what kinds of stories you enjoy.  You can find these books at Mr. Paperback in Ellsworth, Borders in Bangor or online at Borders, Barnes and Noble, or Amazon.  Often, Amazon.com carries used copies that are very reasonably priced.  Also, check out the library.  

Bring your books and your assignments to school the first day of class.

If you have any problem finding or purchasing a book, please e-mail me at  mtenney@sad37.org or call me before the end of the year 483-2746 (school).

The first thing you are required to do after you have chosen your two books is to send me an e-mail that includes the title of each book and why you chose it.  If you do not have access to e-mail, please send me a brief note via “snail-mail.”  The address is:  Narraguagus High School, 1611 Main St., Harrington, ME  04643

Here is the best advice I can give you…start reading NOW!  And if you discover that you do not care for the book you have chosen, find another.  “Life is too short to read a book that you do not like.”  “So many books, so little time.”  I don’t know who said those things first, but I sure do agree.

Choose books that are interesting to you and maybe a little challenging too!

General/Young Adult Book List  CHOOSE ONE BOOK FROM THIS LIST

Swallowing Stones, Joyce McDonald

Ender’s Game, Orson Scott Card 

True Believer, Virginia Euwer Wolff
The Chocolate War, Robert Cormier

(Anything by Robert Cormier)

Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes, Chris Crutcher

Whale Talk, Chris Crutcher

(Anything by Chris Crutcher)

Monster, Walter Dean Meyers

Scorpions, Walter Dean Myers

You Don’t Know Me, David Klass

Breathing Underwater, Alex Flinn

Cut, Patricia McCormack

Going, Going, Naomi Shihab Nye

Eragon, Inheritance, Book One, Christopher Paolini

Stargirl,  Jerry Spinelli

(Anything by Terry Goodkind)

The Dragon Chronicles, Susan Fletcher (Any book in the series)

The Circle Opens, Tamora Pierce (Any book in the series)

Tangerine, Edward Bloor

The Slave Dancer, Paula Fox

Stones in Water, Donna Jo Napoli

The Moves Make the Man, Bruce Brooks

Gym Candy, Carl Dueker (Any books by this author)

Black Box, Julie Schumacher 

Nation, Terry Pratchett 

Looks, Madeleine George 

The Last Exit to Normal, Michael Harmon 

Suckerpunch, David Hernandez 

Need, Carrie Jones 

Girl, Hero, Carrie Jones 

Playing with Matches,  Brian Katcher 

Classic Book List  CHOOSE ONE BOOK FROM THIS LIST

Little Women, Louisa May Alcott

Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neal Hurston

Uncle Tom’s Cabin,  Harriet Beecher Stowe

The Red Pony, John Steinbeck

Kidnapped, Robert Louis Stevenson

Treasure Island, Robert Louis Stevenson

O’ Pioneers, Willa Cather

Lord of the Rings Trilogy, J.R.R. Tolkien

The Summer of My German Soldier, Bette Greene

Lilies of the Field, William Barrett

The Call of the Wild, Jack London

(Anything by Jack London)

Watership Down, Richard Adams

The Martian Chronicles, Ray Bradbury

The Bluest Eye, Toni Morrison

The Country of the Pointed Firs, Sarah Orne Jewett

A Wrinkle in Time, Madeleine L’Engle, (Any book in the series)

The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman, Ernest Gaines

Around the World in Eighty Days, Jules Verne

Flowers for Algernon, Daniel Keys

Poems of Emily Dickinson—30 to 40 poems

The Red Badge of Courage, Stephen Crane

The Diary of Anne Frank 

Poems of Robert Frost—at least 15

A biography or autobiography (You must confirm the title by e-mail or snail mail !)

A historical novel (You must confirm the title by e-mail or snail mail !)

If you would like to read a book that is not on either list, please e-mail or call me to discuss your choice.

All written work must be typed, double spaced  or NEATLY hand-written.  Write, revise and edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and mechanics.  Enlist the help of a friend or family member to read your work and help with editing and proof reading.  Both of these assignments are due the first day of class, no exceptions.  Bring both assignments and your book (if possible) to class.  There will be an in-class writing assignment using your book(s) the first week of class.  If the quality of your assignment is not deemed up to standard, you may be asked to revise it and resubmit it.

You are required to complete one Reader Response Journal (RRJ) and one Creative Diary assignment.  Choose one of your books to complete the RRJ and the other book to complete the Creative Diary.

Assignment No. 1 Reader Response Journal

Keep a Reader Response Journal (RRJ) while reading your book.  DO NOT wait to complete the RRJ until you have finished the book.  Write the responses AS you read.  You can always type or copy them over when you are finished.

Format for RRJ

Draw a line down the middle of lined paper or produce two columns on the computer.  Label the left-hand column “Quote;” label the right-hand column “Response.”  For every 10 to 20 pages choose a line, passage, sentence, or scene that makes an impression on you—something that “speaks” to you.  Maybe it makes you glad, sad, or mad.  Perhaps you find a word or phrase that is strange, unfamiliar or used in a new way.  Using quotation marks, copy directly from the text 

(use ellipsis (…) when a passage is overly long) onto the left-hand side of your paper; include the page number.  On the right hand side of your paper, write a response.  

Reader Response IS NOT summary, critique or analysis.  Reader Response IS your reaction to the text—what do you think?  Does the passage remind you of something? Does it make you think of something else?  Do you have questions for the author (even if you can’t actually ask them)?  Do you have some advice for a character or the author?  Remember, DO NOT translate the text or summarize.  See the example below.  Regardless of the length of the book, you should have a minimum of 10 to 15 thoughtful responses for one of the books you read.  Remember to choose your quotes from the beginning, the middle and the end of your book.

Reader Response

 The Outsiders, S. E. Hinton

Quote
Response

“Living in those conditions might have turned someone else rebellious and bitter, it was killing Johnny.” pg. 34
I knew a kid in elementary school who was really quiet and he looked scared all of the time.  One day he just went crazy; nobody could figure out why.  He started knocking over furniture and screaming at people; he wouldn’t let anyone near him.  Finally the principal and the school nurse came in and carried him away.  We found out later that he was going to live with his aunt in New York.  He had been taken away from his family because his father was beating him.  At the time I didn’t realize that things like that could happen.  This passage about Johnny made me think of my grade-school classmate.

Assignment No. 2 Creative Diary

Choose one of the characters from one of your novels and write five to seven diary entries or letters from his or her perspective. The entries may include anything from the character’s perspective—you may expand upon what the author tells you.  Use your imagination to “get inside the character’s head.”  Consider what this character would think and feel—go beyond what is written.  You must turn in one draft copy and one final copy of your creative writing piece.  The final copy must show evidence of substantive revision.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any trouble with this assignment, but please do not wait until the last minute!  I will be unavailable the week before school begins.  mtenney@sad37.org 

Have some fun with these assignments.  Start early and do the best work you can.  Always read your writing out loud when proofing.  It is also a good idea to ask a friend to read your work to you—it sounds different from that perspective.

Please do not wait until the last minute to complete these assignments; it always shows in the final product…

Have a wonderful summer; We look forward to meeting each of you in September.

I will use the following rubrics to assess your work:

Reader Response Rubric

ELA B3  Make abstract connections (e.g., connections about thoughts, ideas, values) between their own lives and the characters, events, and circumstances represented in various works.
1

Attempted Demonstration 

Passages are not quoted from the text.  Responses are not present or do not reflect the student’s personal experience.  Responses summarize the text instead of responding to it.


2

Partial Demonstration

Student

Responses reflect some attempt by the student to make a connection between his or her life and the text—they may also contain some summary and critique or analysis.
3

Proficient Demonstration

Focused and thoughtful responses reflect a clear connection between the student’s life and the text.  Responses are meaningful and well thought out.
4

Sophisticated Demonstration

Responses are sophisticated and  insightful exploring values and abstract connections between the student’s life and the text.

ELA F1 Edit written work for standard English spelling and usage.
Serious, frequent errors make reading all but impossible.  Extensive, word-by-word editing required for publication.  Errors obscure meaning.
Thorough, careful, editing required for publication.  Numerous errors even on basics.  Errors are noticeable, frequent and distracting.
May contain noticeable, but minor errors that do not obscure meaning.  Work may lack some close attention to conventions.  Some errors on difficult spelling, usage and or publication.
May contain minor errors that are easily overlooked.  Text appears polished--edited and proofed.  

Creative Diary Rubric

ELA G7 Write pieces…in which the organization of the work follows from purpose.  

G8 Write pieces…in a personal style, with a discernible voice and effective wording.
1

Attempted Demonstration

The work lacks a beginning or ending; it is disjointed, and does not reflect the purpose.  The writer has not attempted to capture the character’s voice, or perspective.  The work does not reflect thoughtful consideration of the text.
2

Partial Demonstration

The work reads somewhat like a diary/letter.  There are places where the writer has captured the voice and or perspective of the character.  The work seems to contain some references to events from the text.


3

Proficient Demonstration

The work is written in the format of a diary/letter.  The style of writing reflects the voice and perspective of the chosen character.  The diary/letter sounds like someone other than the writer.  Events from the text are used to construct diary entries/letters.
4

Sophisticated Demonstration

The writing is sophisticated in its creativity, format and execution.  The writer has captured the chosen character’s voice and perspective using effective vocabulary and style.  Events from the text are skillfully woven into the diary entries/letters.

ELA F1 Edit written work for standard English spelling and usage.
Serious, frequent errors make reading all but impossible.  Extensive, word-by-word editing required for publication.  Errors obscure meaning.
Thorough, careful, editing required for publication.  Numerous errors even on basics.  Errors are noticeable, frequent and distracting.
May contain noticeable, but minor errors that do not obscure meaning.  Work may lack some close attention to conventions.  Some errors on difficult spelling, usage and or publication.
May contain minor errors that are easily overlooked.  Text appears polished--edited and proofed.  

A score of 1 is approximately equal to an F.  A score of 2 can be as low as a D or as high as a C.  A score of 3 can translate to a grade as low as a B or as high as an A.  A score of 4 is equivalent to an A.

